


= 


COVID-19 
counts rise 
Slightly 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - 
COVID-19 cases in South Had- 
ley rose slightly in comparison 
to the week prior according to 
data released on Feb. 16. Over 
a seven-day span, the town had 
35 new confirmed and 31 new 
contact cases. 

Emergency Management/ 
Health Director Sharon Hart 
revealed that there were a total 
of 842 confirmed, 648 contact, 
49 probable and 19 suspect- 
ed cases, as well as 41 deaths, 
over the past 11-plus months in 
South Hadley, during Tuesday 
evening’s Selectboard meeting. 


Hart warned residents of 
multiple variant strains of 
COVID-19 that have now 


reached Massachusetts. 

“We did get an announce- 
ment in that the first case of the 
variant that was identified in 
South Africa has been identi- 
fied in a case in Massachusetts. 
It was a female in her 20s, who 
resides in Middlesex and had 
no reported travel. This is one 
that does spread easily,” said 
Hart. 

Health officials throughout 
the state are nervous that the 
strains could lead to a third 
wave of COVID-19. For in- 
stance, B.1.1.7., the U.K vari- 
ant, 1s 50% more transmissible 
than the strains of COVID-19 
that residents have become ac- 
customed to. 

The UK variant was first 
reported in the United States 
last December and in Massa- 
chusetts on Jan. 17. Florida and 
California have observed case 
counts of B.1.1.7. in the hun- 
dreds while other states remain 
in the single or low double dig- 
its. 

As of Feb. 15, only a limited 
number of the UK variant had 
been reported in western Mas- 
sachusetts. That is expected to 
soon change, however. 

Last month, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
forecasted that the strain could 
become dominant in the United 
States by late March. 

The South African variant, 
B.1.351, is also of concern and 
has been reported in Connecti- 
cut in addition to Massachu- 
setts. 

The best defense against all 
strains of the novel coronavirus 
virus remains the same; follow 
state-mandated protocols such 
as mask-wearing, social dis- 
tancing and staying home when 
possible. 

Frustration still looms re- 
garding the lack of vaccines in 
the state. Four mass vaccina- 
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School Com will see new faces 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - As the 
deadline to turn in papers to run 
for the local election, two local 
politicians will not seek reelec- 
tion — School Committee mem- 
ber Christine Phillips and current 
Chair Kyle Belanger. 

As of Wednesday evening, 
the following residents took out 
papers so far for the school com- 
mittee: Kyle Belanger, Danielle 
Cooke, Sarah Lapierre, Jennifer 
Matos, Brian Morris and Rox- 
anne Sprague took out papers. 

The last day to obtain nomina- 
tion papers is Feb. 19 and the last 
day to submit nomination papers 
is Feb. 23. 

However, in an interview with 
the Town Reminder, Belanger 
said he will not seek reelection. 

“When Allie (Schlachter) and 
I won three years ago I remember 
after first month and half I said I 
might only do for one term,’ he 
said. 

Belanger said he felt he 
achieved what he sought out to 
do three years ago — “reengaging 
community that had previously 
been left on the sidelines in the 
school committee process.” 

He said he also felt that the 
last 13 months and serving as the 
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chair for two consecutive years There will be two new South Hadley School Committee members 
following the April election after two committee members 
Please see NEW FACES, page 8 announced they were not seeking reelection. 
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Granby Police Chief set to retire 


BOS talk process 


By Melina Bourdeau 
Staff report 


GRANBY - After spending 
over 25 years serving in the town 
of Granby, Police Chief Alan 
Wishart will retire from the de- 
partment this year. 

The subject of his retirement 
and his replacement was dis- 
cussed at the Feb. 16 Granby Se- 
lectboard meeting. 

Town Administrator Chris 
Martin began the conversation, 
starting with the date of Wis- 
hart’s retirement is still up in the 
air. 

“He would like to change his 
retirement from May | to either 
July 1 or July 2,” Martin said. 
“As part of the process I believe 
the board should have a conver- 
sation with him as a contracted 
employee and it should be a ne- 
gotiation done in an executive 
session.” 

He said there are a couple of 
options that were being proposed 
and the board should be able to 
explore the options before mak- 
ing it public. 

There will be an executive 
session to discuss the date of the 
chief’s retirement at the board’s 
March | meeting. 





Granby Police Chief Alan Wishart 
Is going to retire later this year 
and the Granby Selectboard is 
beginning the process of finding 
his replacement. 


Selectboard member Jay 
Joyce said the group should 
move forward in replacing the 
chief. 

Wishart suggested that the 
group get a replacement in place 
so “the department knows what 
the process is going to be, have 
it set and effective July 1 or July 
2. 

Martin said he looked on the 
Massachusetts Municipal Asso- 
ciation’s website for advertise- 
ments for police chiefs. 

“They’re fairly simple, there 
was one for a community our 
size, there was one for a medi- 


um sized community. I will try 
to draft a want-ad in accordance 
and then get it into the board for 
its approval prior to putting it out 
for publication,” he said. 

Regarding the selection pro- 
cess, Selectboard Chair Glenn 
Sexton said he feels the Select- 
board will be able to conduct the 
search. 

“My feeling on this is that 
this board can take this on and I 
think we can do it well,’ Sexton 
said. “Instead of us going to an 
outside source to have it done, 
Id like to keep it “in house’ with 
this board. Similarly to the cur- 
rent fire chief we have, so it’s 
open for discussion.” 

Joyce said he wanted to get 
the best qualified candidate e1- 
ther in or out of the department. 

Selectboard member Jennifer 
Silva said she agreed the three 
Selectboard members were ca- 
pable of hiring the new chief. 

“We have experience with 
hiring and you, Glenn, have ex- 
perience in the law enforcement 
subject, so I believe we can man- 
age this in house,’ she said. 

The Granby Selectboard has 
historically appointed a police 
chief, which occurred for at least 
the last two police chiefs, Martin 
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All Saints’ Lenten Grab-a 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - Last year, the All 
Saints’ Episcopal Church on Woodbridge 
Street in South Hadley celebrated the 50th 
edition of its Lenten Lunches program, a 
weekly initiative held each Lent that has 
raised more than $100,000 for a variety of 
charitable causes. 

This year, organizers were forced to 
pivot in line with the spirit of sacrifice that 
defines the Lenten season. 

The COVID-19 pandemic may disrupt 
a tradition more than five decades in the 
making, but event organizers are not giv- 
ing up. Instead of hosting lunches indoors 
each Friday during Lent, the church will 
host an outdoor Lenten Lunch Grab-and- 
Go on Friday, Feb. 19. 

“Change is energizing,’ said parish- 
ioner Marilyn Gass, who has participated 
in Lenten Lunches since its inception in 
1970. 

On Feb. 19, residents can purchase 
lobster salad in the All Saints’ parking 
lot between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. or 
4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. The motto for this 
year’s one-day campaign is, “Do it your- 
self with lobster salad.” 

Lobster salad will be made available 
in closed containers after being prepared 
by parishioner Laura Marsh. 

Upon retrieving the meal, communi- 
ty members are encouraged to, “take it 
home, provide your own fresh roll or a 
lettuce-lined salad bowl and serve up our 
classic New England lobster,” said Gass. 

For many reasons, Gass anticipates 
that today will be memorable for all in- 
volved. 

‘“‘We don’t want to lose our focus in the 
community by not doing anything so we 
came up with this idea that we would do 
a one-shot item that could be picked up 
outside,’ said Gass. “I think it’s hard for 
all of us to not be able to see people in 
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A group of volunteers takes a break from working diligently to 
pose for a picture at All Saints’ Episcopal Church in South Hadley 
during an edition of Lenten Lunches on March 6, 2020 


the community. I think that’s what’s really 
motivated people to at least try this.” 

In past years, the Lenten Lunches pro- 
gram has drawn lines that have extended 
outside of the church’s doors. Organizers 
are hoping to catch a sliver of that magic 
next Friday. 

Gass noted the contributions of the 
late parishioner Barbara Aubrey, who es- 
tablished Lenten Lunches at All Saints’ 
in 1970 and continued to serve as event 
organizer for several decades after. 

The lobster salad that will be sold to 
community members on Feb. 19 is a by- 
product of the same original recipes once 
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future remains uncertain, but Gass 1s 
hopeful that Lenten Lunches will prevail 
for years to come. 

The program has overcome challenges 
before. Organizers have 50 years of expe- 
rience to lean on as they prepare for what 
lies ahead. 

“There are a lot of changes that you 
just can’t predict,’ said Gass. “I think that 
even though many people through the 50- 
plus years were also working, we were 
able to always accommodate individual. 
You just don’t know how [the pandemic] 
will affect lots of people. We’re really do- 
ing the very best we can. Our hope is that 
there will be many years to come.” 

More information regarding All 
Saints’ Lenten Lunches program can be 
found at allsaintsallwelcome.org. 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff Writer and 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 
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used by Aubrey 
and her peers. In 
fact, the initiative 
will feature the All 
Saints’ Church and 
Friends Cook Book, 
which includes oth- 
er original recipes, 
particularly those 
behind the initia- 
tive’s much herald- 
ed-soups. ; ; ; 

All Saints’ is considering hosting an- All Saints’ Episcopal Church in South 
other outdoor initiative later in the spring Hadley has held Lenten Lunches on a 
when more residents are vaccinated. The yearly basis since 1970. 


ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CH URCH 
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COVID from page | At mass vaccination sites, extra doses 

are first offered to eligible clinical staff 
tion sites are currently operational in the working on-site. If someone cancels his 
state. or her appointment, the state has com- 


piled a waiting list for eligible individu- 
als to take the place. 

“Tf you are their caregiver, you can 
get a vaccination at a mass-vaccination 
site,’ said Hart, who noted that many first 
responders from Phase [ are still awaiting 
their second doses. 

“Out of the 1.5 million doses that 
have been allocated in Massachusetts, 
we've administered 1.1 or about 75% 
have been administered. Again, we have 
7 million residents so we still have a little 
ways to go yet,” said Hart. 


In eastern Massachusetts, eligible 
residents can be vaccinated at well-kept 
sites including Fenway Park in Boston, 
Gillette Stadium in Foxboro and the 
DoubleTree by Hilton Boston North 
Shore in Danvers. 

Meanwhile, in western Massachu- 
setts, vaccines are being distributed at 
the Eastfield Mall in Springfield. More 
than 1,200 vaccine doses have been re- 
portedly wasted in the state, and confu- 
sion exists over what happens to extra, 
unused doses. 
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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


CHICOPEE —- A vigil was 
held Wednesday evening near 
where an 11-year-old Chicopee 
was last sighted two weeks ago. 
Aiden Blanchard disappeared in 
proximity to the Medina St boat 
launch on Feb. 5, and the com- 
munity continues to search for 
answers. 

On Feb. 17, dozens of resi- 
dents gathered near the launch, 
offering their emotional support 
to the Blanchard family. Dan 
Leatherwood organized the vigil 
to remind the family that they are 
not alone in their strife. 

“We go through this togeth- 
er aS a community,” said Leath- 
erwood. “Chicopee itself is a 
community that comes together 
during times of need, and there’s 
definitely support from all over 
western Mass. It’s about having 
hope and showing that support.” 

No sign of Blanchard had 
been discovered as of Feb. 17, 
although Chicopee, State and 
Environmental Police continue 
to comb the Connecticut River 
near the boat launch on Medina 
St; the Chicopee River has also 
been searched. 

Blanchard is a_ sixth-grade 
student at Edward J. Bellamy 
Middle School. His five siblings 
are holding out hope that he will 
return safely, as are the other res- 
idents who attended Wednesday 
evening’s vigil. 

“T just keep them in my 
prayers. I can’t even imagine 
what they’re going’ through 
right now. I have a nine-year- 
old grandson. It bothers me im- 
mensely that this can happen to 
an 11-year-old child, and no- 
body knows anything. I’ve been 
crying a lot over it,’ said Debbie 
Miner. 

Kimi Malo arrived at the boat 
launch with her family on Feb. 
17; both of her daughters ride the 
bus with Blanchard, as the Malo 
residence is a street over from 
Blanchard’s. 

Malo encouraged the commu- 
nity to send out positive thoughts 
and prayers that Blanchard will 
return home unscathed. She con- 
sidered the showing on Wednes- 
day to be phenomenal. 

“Positivity and staying strong 
for his brothers and his mother 
are incredibly important; hoping 
that they have everything that 
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The Malo family auiiiesel support for the Blanchard family during a a 


vigil held on Wednesday evening. 





[L to R] Dan Leatherwood and Debbie Miner hold sands during 
a vigil to support the family of Aiden Blanchard, an 11-year-old 
missing child. 


they need right now with support 
from the community,’ said Malo. 

Over the past two weeks, 
searches of the Chicopee and 
Connecticut Rivers have been 
conducted by boats, drones, po- 
lice dogs and the State Police 
Air Wing helicopter. The State 
Police Dive Team has also been 
searching the water near where 
Blanchard was last seen. 

Searches have extended to 
the Connecticut line, and no 
evidence has been discovered 
showing Blanchard’s direction 
of travel or whereabouts. 

Ronnie Roberts has lived 
near the Medina Street location 
for decades; he remembers the 


installation of the boat launch 
when he was a child. Roberts 
noted the dangers of the quickly 
flowing river. 

“T never went out on the ice 
as a kid. I always was afraid of it 
because it’s moving water,” said 
Roberts. “If you walked out on 
the edge and then fell in, you'll 
probably be swept under the ice 
because the water’s moving, un- 
like a pond or a lake.” 

For that reason, Leatherwood 
asked residents to avoid ap- 
proaching the boat launch during 
the vigil. All children required 
parental supervision at all times. 

“Aiden’s missing. We don’t 
need any more,’ said Leather- 


Vigil held as search for missing boy continues 
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The Rego family i Is holding out anal that ‘Aiden Blanchard will return 


home safely. 





Photos by Dalton Zbierski 


Chicopee Police were on-hand during a Feb. 17 vigil to support 
the family of a missing Chicopee boy. Law enforcement have been 
searching for Aiden Blanchard for the past two weeks. 


wood. “[It’s important] to not 
interfere with the search pro- 
cess. People who are doing the 
searches are trained. They have 
special training to know what to 
look for and where to look for it. 
Any other searches can hinder 
that progress.” 

Blanchard is listed at five- 
feet tall and 100 pounds. He has 
brown hair, blue eyes and was 
last seen wearing a red ski jacket 
with black ski pants. 

No foul play is suspected by 
law enforcement at this time. 
Police ask residents who live on 
or near Old Field Rd to check 
surveillance footage from after 
1la.m. on Feb. 5 in hopes of dis- 





A safety bulletin regarding COVID-19 vaccinations 


covering new information. 

Anyone with pertinent infor- 
mation concerning Blanchard’s 
whereabouts is encouraged to 
call 911, Chicopee Police at 413- 
594-1639 or the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Chil- 
dren at 1-800-THE-LOST. 

In a video message to his 
younger brother Aiden, 36-year- 
old Josh Blanchard offered the 
following. 

“We love you and we want 
you to come back. No one’s 
angry, and we all miss you,” he 
said. 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff 
Writer and can be reached at dz- 
bierski@ turley.com. 
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New & Replacement 


SOUTH HADLEY - The South 
Hadley Police Department has 
learned from the South Hadley Coun- 
cil on Aging that there have been 
several attempts from unknown per- 
sons “shopping” for seniors who are 
75 and up who may need a ride to 
their COVID-19 vaccination appoint- 
ments. As you may know, caretakers 
for these seniors are now eligible to 
get a vaccine themselves if they are 
accompanying a senior to their ap- 
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pointment. 

It is important to remember 
that it is not advisable to receive a 
ride from a stranger, no matter how 
old you are. While intentions may 
be good, inviting an unknown per- 
son to your home can lead to oth- 
er, bigger issues down the road. 
If you or someone you know needs 
a ride to their COVID-19 vaccina- 
tion appointment, there are resources 
available where the volunteers have 


PBR 


been carefully vetted. Please do not 
hesitate to reach out to your local 
Council on Aging to make arrange- 
ments for a safe ride to appointments. 

Additionally, if you or someone 
you know suspects they have been a 
victim of a crime stemming from ac- 
cepting a ride from someone they do 
not know, contact your local police 
department. 
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EDITORIAL 


Combatting cabin 
fever inside and out 


inters in New England can seem very 

W long in the best of years, but this past 

fall and now as we find ourselves deep 

into winter this February, it may seem even lon- 

ger than normal as COVID-19 remains with us 
after almost a year. 

Punxsutawney Phil, the ever-popular, Penn- 
sylvania groundhog removed from his burrow 
each year to prognosticate about how many more 
weeks of winter we’ll see before spring makes its 
anxiously-awaited appearance, made his annual 
visit above ground on Feb. 2. Unfortunately, he 
saw his shadow and determined there will be six 
weeks more of winter. 

Luckily, Massachusetts’ “famous” ground- 
hog, Ms. G, the official state groundhog of our 
state also made her annual appearance on Feb. 2. 
She did not see her shadow and so predicted an 
early spring. How early we don’t yet know. She 
lives at the Massachusetts Audubon education 
center, Drumlin Farm, in Lincoln. 

It remains to be seen if either forecast is ac- 
curate. In the Holyoke area, at least, skunks are 
already on the move again, a sure sign spring 
is headed our way. Of course the Paper City is 
usually a little warmer than many other Western 
Mass locations, so who knows? 

Whether Phil’s or Mrs. G’s forecasting proves 
true, we are all getting at least a touch of cabin 
fever, and there’s certainly stronger feelings of 
restlessness and boredom running through us all 
and our friends and family. 

So what to do? Considering our very recent 
snow, one can choose to educate oneself and go 
hiking, but if you’re new to the activity make sure 
you learn about the right clothing to wear based 
on temperatures and planned activities. 

If you haven’t investigated doing so before 
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing are pos- 
sible now that we have plenty of the white stuff. 

And if you’ve never tried ice fishing and 
you're willing to take a ride, you can head to 
Russell, where the Woronoco Heights Outdoor 
Adventures’ ice fishing staff, with Craig Mannix, 
will be on hand to help you. With over 30 years 
of ice fishing experience, Mannix and his team 
will be available to show even the most novice 
fisherman how to catch the big ones under the 
ice. For those folks without the proper ice fishing 
equipment, plenty of “pop-ups” and other tools 
necessary to successfully find fish will be avail- 
able for use out on the frozen lake. 

While at Woronoco Heights on Feb. 20, it’s 
also possible to try blacksmithing with the help of 
a Forged in Fire contestant as well as snowshoe- 
ing and/or mountain biking, although COVID-19 
safety restrictions require all to bring their own 
bike helmets. There will also be orienteering, es- 
cape challenges and scavenger hunt bingo as well 
as other activities. If Mother Nature cooperates 
with the right weather, there may be trips out to 
the Top O’ The Hill Maple “sugar shack” where 
visitors are rewarded for their efforts with sam- 
ples of their sweet, freshly boiled, maple syrup. 

The events go on from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
it’s $10 a piece for everyone regardless of age. 

But if the cold weather, snow and ice isn’t 
your or your family’s thing, there are plenty of 
indoor activities on Zoom or other video confer- 
encing applications. 

Area groups and libraries have worked hard 
to keep us all entertained — and with the ubiqui- 
ty of Zoom, it’s possible to enjoy programs you 
might not have considered participating 1n before 
from the comfort of your own living room. 

Dreaming of gardening in the spring? The 
East Quabbin Land Trust, will host a book discus- 
sion on Feb. 25, from 7 to 8:30 p.m., on “Nature’s 
Best Hope: A New Approach to Conversation 
That Starts in Your Yard,” by Douglas Tallamy, a 
professor of entomology at the University of Del- 
aware. He is also the author of “Bringing Nature 
Home.” He will discuss how homeowners can 
turn their yards into conservation corridors that 
provide wildlife habitats. 

It’s free and people should email Jess 
Cusworth at the trust at Jcusworth@eqlt.org if 
they are interested, and she will send you the 
Zoom link. 

The trust, the Trustees of the Reservation and 
Massachusetts Audubon all have outdoor and in- 
door activities, and libraries across the state have 
all kinds of online programs to enjoy, so take a 
walk through the World Wide Web and see what 
you can find to distract yourself until spring. 
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GUEST COLUMN 


The Garden Lady tackles milk 
jug seed sowing, part 1 


arbara, who gardens in Wilbraham, 
B wrote to me recently, complimenting 

the column (thank you!) and asking 
if I had any opinion of “winter sowing” 
seeds in re-used gallon jugs. 
This technique is all the rage 
right now on social media and 
in gardening blogs, and while I 
had read about it many years ago 
and again recently, I have never 
tried it myself. Perhaps some 
research into the topic would 
prove beneficial for me as well 
as my readers! 

The basic premise of winter 
sowing is to plant your seeds in 
mini-greenhouses (the gallon 
jugs), place the jugs outside and ee 
simply let nature take over. The sting 





IN THE 
GARDEN 


My method of combating tricky germina- 
tors has always been the refrigerator. By put- 
ting seeds in moist soil in a small plastic bag 
and chilling them for a month or so at 40 de- 
grees, I am usually successful at 
providing an abbreviated “win- 
ter,’ satisfying germination re- 
quirements that break dormancy. 
Recently, I watched a video from 
a wildflower specialist in Cana- 
da, who abbreviated “winter” 
a bit further. She simply places 
seeds in the fridge for 24 hours, 
then the freezer for 24 hours. 
Five times back and forth and 
she swears dormancy is broken. 

After the period of stratifica- 
, 4 tion has passed, seeds are han- 
s th dled as normal, sown on the sur- 
face of a moist soilless mix with 





advantage being that no heat 
mats or lights are needed. No 
window sills full of seedlings, 
either. While I don’t think it is 
as simple as it sounds, I do think trying it 
would be a fun experiment. Read on this 
week and next to consider some of the pros 
and possible cons of this seed starting tech- 
nique. 

Years ago I read a blog where a mas- 
ter gardener was encouraging folks to start 
native perennials in milk jugs outside; he 
called it “winter sowing.” The seeds of many 
of these plants require a period of cold and 
moist stratification to break seed dormancy. 
In simple terms, they need to go through 
winter in order to sprout. Think of it as na- 
ture’s safety mechanism; seeds germinate 
at the right time to survive and thrive! You 
may ask, then, why not just sow the seeds 
outdoors in the garden? In theory it sounds 
good, but in reality “the wild” is not the best 
seed bed. From hungry birds and rodents, to 
wind and drenching rains, success is hit or 
miss. Safely inside the milk jug, but at the 
Same time outside in the elements to freeze 
and thaw, freeze and thaw, tricky seeds are 
coaxed into germinating. Success at your 
fingertips! 


Roberta McQuaid 


the provision of bottom heat and 
supplemental light. But what if 
I didn’t have the props, or even 
enough window sills to limp along seedlings 
inside? Here 1s where I think sowing in milk 
jugs could be of benefit, and it goes beyond 
“winter” or even seeds that need specialized 
treatments to germinate. 

More recent blogs speak of starting every- 
thing from cold-hardy annuals to heat-loving 
vegetables inside milk jugs, and while I don’t 
think the method is fool-proof, or meant for 
the lazy gardener, I do think there is good 
reason to give it a try. Gather some supplies: 
duct tape, empty gallon jugs, decent seed 
starting soil, a paint pen and a selection of 
seeds. Perennial herbs and flowers can be 
sown right away and next week the how-to 
portion will explain exactly how to do it. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we Know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 


always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 
this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for the Town Reminder, please email 
townreminder@turley.com. 
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of NOTE 

€ 6 Tam proud of the 

difference of opinions 
because I think 


it’s what makes a 
committee stronger 


and we have a huge 
responsibility in the 
work that we do for 
this community and 
we all do it willingly 
as a volunteer. 99 


Christine Phillips in the 
story “School Com will see 
new faces after election.” 





OPINION PAGE/ 
LETTERS POLICY 


Letters to the Editor 
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COLLEGE NOTES 


Springfield College recognizes Dean’s List 
students for the 2020 fall semester 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield Col- 
lege recognizes Dean’s List students for 
the 2020 fall semester. 

Michael White from Granby, to the 
dean’s list for academic excellence for 
the 2020 fall semester. White has a pri- 
mary major of Applied Exercise Science. 

Sarah Picard from South Hadley, to 
the dean’s list for academic excellence 
for the 2020 fall semester. Picard has a 
primary major of Communication Sci- 
ences and Disorders. 

Bradyn Cote from South Hadley, to 
the dean’s list for academic excellence 
for the 2020 fall semester. Cote has a 
primary major of Communication/Sport 
Journalism. 

Sean Doyle from South Hadley, to 
the dean’s list for academic excellence 
for the 2020 fall semester. Doyle has a 
primary major of Communication/Sport 
Journalism. 

John White from Granby, to the 
dean’s list for academic excellence for 
the 2020 fall semester. White has a pri- 
mary major of Criminal Justice. 

Haley Lempke from South Hadley, to 
the dean’s list for academic excellence 
for the 2020 fall semester. Lempke has 
a primary major of Exploratory Studies. 

Morgan Adams from South Hadley, 
to the dean’s list for academic excellence 
for the 2020 fall semester. Adams has a 
primary major of Health Science and 
Pre-Physical Therapy. 

Samantha Carey from South Hadley, 
to the dean’s list for academic excel- 
lence for the 2020 fall semester. Carey 


has a primary major of Health Science/ 
Pre-physician Assistant. 

Olivia Cyr from South Hadley, to the 
dean’s list for academic excellence for 
the 2020 fall semester. Cyr has a primary 
major of Health Science/Pre-physician 
Assistant. 

Kaelyn Croteau from Granby, to the 
dean’s list for academic excellence for 
the 2020 fall semester. Croteau has a pri- 
mary major of Health Science. 

Trinity Sperry from Granby, to the 
dean’s list for academic excellence for 
the 2020 fall semester. Sperry has a pri- 
mary major of Health Science. 

Bailey Avisata-Taylor from South 
Hadley, to the dean’s list for academic 
excellence for the 2020 fall semester. 
Avisata-Taylor has a primary major of 
Psychology. 

Katherine Sarnacki from Granby, to 
the dean’s list for academic excellence 
for the 2020 fall semester. Sarnacki has 
a primary major of Sports Biology. 

Kayla Deecher of Granby, to the 
dean’s list for academic excellence for 
the 2020 fall semester. Deecher has a 
primary major of Sport Management. 

The criteria for selection to the 
Dean’s List are as follows: The student 
must have completed a minimum of 12 
credit hours of graded coursework for 
the term, exclusive of “P” grades. The 
student must not have any incompletes 
or missing grades in the designated 
term. The student must have a minimum 
semester grade average of 3.500 for the 
term. 


Lily Liebowitz named to Siena College 
Dean’s List for Fall 2020 Semester 


LOUDONVILLE, NY — Lily Liebow- 
itz has been named to the Siena College 
Dean’s List for the Fall 2020 semester. 
Lily is from South Hadley. 

To be named to the Dean’s List, a stu- 
dent’s grade point average for the semes- 


ter must be between 3.5 and 3.89. 

Founded in 1937, Siena College is a 
private, Catholic Franciscan, residential, 
liberal arts college with a student body of 
about 3,000. 


Local students named to Holy Cross’ Fall 2020 Dean’s List 


WORCESTER — A total of 1,453 
students were named to College of the 
Holy Cross’ Dean’s List for outstanding 
academic achievement during the fall se- 
mester of the 2020-21 academic year. The 
following local students made the list: 

Amy Hampson of South Hadley, a 
member of the Class of 2024, majoring in 


Undeclared 

Lindsay Marjanski of South Hadley, a 
member of the Class of 2024, majoring in 
Undeclared 

To qualify for the Dean’s List, stu- 
dents must pass four or more letter-graded 
courses with no failing grades during the 
semester and earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher. 





Amazing architectural sculpture from 
10 American colleges and universities 


AMHERST - Intrigued by gargoyles 
in architecture? Join the Jones Library for 
the Grotesque 10: Amazing Architectural 
Sculpture from 10 American Colleges and 
Universities, an event to be hosted by the 
Jones Library via Zoom on Thursday, Feb. 
25, at 7 p.m. 

Armed with only a camera, a sense of 
humor and a host of frequent flyer miles, 
Mathew Duman embarked on a “grotesque 
safari,” traveling to 10 universities around 
the country to photograph the unique gro- 
tesques and gargoyles roosting on their ac- 
ademic buildings. Mathew found that this 
type of sculpture makes its home within a 
style of architecture known as Collegiate 
Gothic which was popular in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. He has collected his 
findings in his book called The Grotesque 
10: Amazing Architectural Sculpture from 
Ten American Colleges and Universities 
and presents a selection in this illustrated 
lecture, giving you a taste of the variety of 
ornament, history and humor these cam- 
puses have to offer. 

The Grotesque 10 schools we will 
visit are Yale University, Trinity College 
(Hartford, CT), Bryn Mawr College, the 
City College of New York, Duke Univer- 
sity, Northwestern University, Princeton 
University, the University of Chicago, the 
University of Pennsylvania, and Washing- 


ton University in St. Louis. 

To attend this event, please register by 
sending an email to programs @)jonesli- 
brary.org. You must register with your 
email address in order to receive the link 
to participate in this Zoom event. The link 
will be sent to you by email approximately 
one day before the event. You will need a 
device with audio and/or video and an in- 
ternet connection to join via Zoom. 

Duman is a photographer, author, and 
graphic designer who grew up in Bethany, 
Connecticut. He attended the gargoyle-free 
campus of Central Connecticut State Uni- 
versity. but while studying abroad, he de- 
veloped a fascination with the grotesque 
sculptures of the cathedrals of Britain. In 
addition to England, Matt has made pho- 
tographic trips to Italy, Africa, Australia 
& New Zealand. As a personal project, he 
began exploring the variety of sculpture 
found on the buildings of Yale University 
and published a book called An Education 
in the Grotesque, containing his findings 
at Yale. He has now turned his sights on 
the sculpture at other campuses around the 
US. 

For more information, please visit 
https://www.joneslibrary.org/ or contact 
Janet Ryan at ryanj@joneslibrary.org. 

This program is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Jones Libraries. 
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Granby < 


Sending 
love...ready 
to mail! 





GRANBY -_ Dina 
and Mia Smith kept the 
Granby Library Valentine 
Making tradition going 
this year, with a take and 
make Valentine Kit. The 
mom and daughter pair 
have been attending the li- 
4 brary’s Valentine Making 
program for years, but this 

year was different. 
: While the library could 
not do any in-person Val- 
entine making, the library 
provided a wide variety of 
i papers, doilies, ribbons for 
= families to make at home. 


par 


Courtesy photos 
Mia and Dina Smith 
recently made 
valentines through 
the Granby Public 
Library take and 
make kit. 


Although the 
mother and 
daughter couldn’t 
go to the Granby 
Public Library to 
make valentines, 
they were able 

to make them 
from home. 
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While district meetings occur r regularly, 
a new agreement between South Hadley 
Fire District No. 1 and 2 Prudential Board 
Members and Water Commissioners 
could bring both sides together to 
strategize more often. 
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Boards working together 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY - A collaborative 
spirit between the South Hadley Fire Dis- 
trict No. 1 and 2 Prudential Board and 
Water Commissioners is showing prom- 
ise. Members of all four boards recently 
signed an agreement to explore ways of 
increasing cooperation. 

Fire District No. 1 Prudential Board 
Member James Menard sparked the idea. 
He aspires to bring each district’s pruden- 
tial board and water commissioners closer 
together. 

“We want the community to know that 
we're not just sitting back. We’re reach- 
ing out to each other and trying to learn. 
There’s a lot of shared services that can be 
done efficiently with cost-savings for both 
sides,” said Menard. 

The agreement was signed on Nov. 
17, 2020, its purpose is to help the Dis- 
trict Boards more fully understand each 
other’s operations and share ska to 


“mi ‘auanaas 





Members of South Hadley Fire District No. 1 and 2 
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Prudential Board and Water Commissioners recently 
signed an agreement to explore ways of increasing 
cooperation. 


improve their services to the community. 

Fire District No. 1 Prudential Board 
members Kevin Taugher, Bruce Perron, 
John Wojciechowski and Water Commis- 
sioners William Schenker, R. Scott Wil- 
liams and Brian McClaflin each signed 
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Prudential Board Member Robert Menard, representing South Hadley Fire District 2, 
proposed an agreement last November that would bring each district’s Prudential 
Board Members and Water Commissioners closer together than ever before. 


the document. 

So too did Fire District No. 2 Pruden- 
tial Board members Menard, Kenneth 
LeBlanc, Robert Bak and Water Commis- 
slioners Francis DeToma, Katherine Be- 
dard and Daniel Luis. 

Menard feels as though the agreement 
was well-received and is confident that 
both sides will meet on a quarterly basis 
throughout the year. He explained what 
inspired him to take the initiative. 

‘We operate the same type of business, 
if you want to call it that, so we should be 
able to work out issues that might happen 
and objectives together,’ said Menard. 
“Everything is baby steps. Ultimately, it’s 
one town. Let’s try to figure out where we 
can do some stuff together maybe or just 
communicate what’s going on between 
the four boards and get everybody on the 
same page.” 

Menard recalled multiple occasions 
in which merging both districts was dis- 
cussed. Despite studies being conducted, 
the efforts failed to produce results. 

Given that members of both districts 
get along swimmingly, Menard feels as 
though it is only right to work together 
more frequently, as opposed to merging. 

For new members of the boards, inter- 
acting with veteran members from various 
districts could be a positive experience. 
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Communication is of the utmost 
importance, especially during _ the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the agreement 
could strengthen the bonds between both 
sides, leading to cost-cutting solutions. 

“We’re too small not to learn from 
each other,’ said Menard. ““That’s how I 
see it. Nobody knows everything, but if 
we can learn different [strategies], it could 
benefit the cost of running that district. 
Why wouldn’t you at least look into it?” 

Water commissioners have authority 
under Massachusetts General Laws 111 
sec. 173A and 173B to examine and pro- 
tect water supplies and sources of supply, 
as well as taking appropriate actions to 
protect them. 

Prudential Board members are respon- 
sible for the general management of dis- 
trict affairs. The committees serve as the 
Chief Executive Officers of their respec- 
tive districts. 

Menard is optimistic that the agree- 
ment will pave the way for many future 
collaborations. 

“T see it as, hopefully, different ways 
that the same thing gets done that could 
benefit both of us,” said Menard. 

Dalton Zbierski is a staff writer and 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 
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Devine of Devine Overhead Doors 


imesh oa certainly does. Talk with him and you'll agree. 


For over 20 years, Gerry has been working with 
overhead doors and he puts all this experience to 
work for you. Gerry sells and installs only the best 
in overhead doors. Artisan Custom Doorworks 
makes custom wood and vinyl garage doors. 
General Doors features standard residential, 
carriage house style, commercial & industrial. 


OT Today for Professional Installation 
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Sligerss 


Pfallin 
return 
to ice 


= sports@turley.com 


Cam Pete tries to work his way from the glass. 


SOUTH HADLEY - After fighting 
to get its shortened season reinstated, the 
South Hadley High School ice hockey team 
returned to action on Feb. 10. The Tigers 


Hadley’s only goal. 


played four games in six days and are 1-3. 
In their first game, the Tigers were defeated 
4-1 by Chicopee. Matt Brunelle had South 
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ys) @turleysports 


f acebook.com/turleysports 
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Thenis Tsilibocos fights his way out of the 
side of the ice. 





Kadyn Laramee fights to keep possession 


of the puck. 


Aidan Sullivan makes his way down the ice. 


defender. 


Ryan Tucker tries to work away from a 
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MIAA hoping 
for successful 
Fall 2 season 


FRANKLIN — The Massa- 
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association COVID-19 Task 
Force representatives presented 
Fall II Season sport modifica- 
tions and recommendations to- 
day for the 2020-2021 year to the 
MIAA Board of Directors. 

This presentation culminated 
the MIAA governance process 
which included — sport-specific 
sub-committee meetings where 
current Executive Office of En- 
ergy and Environmental Affairs 
and Massachusetts Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
guidelines were reviewed. Sport 
sub-committees created or up- 
dated sport specific modifica- 
tions, presented them for approv- 
al to the full sport committee 
and then presented, for approv- 
al, to the MIAA Sports Med- 
icine Committee. The MIAA 
Covid-19 Task force subsequent- 
ly reviewed and approved the 
modifications. 

MIAA Executive Director 
Bill Gaine stated, ““Today’s ac- 
tions by the MIAA’s Board of 
Directors are the culmination 
of the work of our membership 
committed to establishing op- 
timal standards of health and 
safety that will provide the resto- 
ration of Fall sports for 1000s of 
MIAA student-athletes.” 

The MIAA Board of Direc- 
tors voted to approve sport-spe- 
cific modifications for the Fall I 
Season. These modifications will 
continue to be reviewed as they 
relate to current regulations sur- 
rounding COVID-19 and may be 
modified if necessary. Additional 
modifications or the decision to 
participate in MIAA-recognized 
Fall If sports will be determined 





Please see FALL2, page 8 





Vigeant looks to make his [ri Track mark in 2021 


SEEKONK -— Kurt Vigeant 
will look to make his mark in the 
Tri Track Open Modified Series 
in 2021. The driver of the famil- 
iar white and orange No. 7 is set 
to compete in all of the races 
in the new season and hopes to 
continue to make gains into the 
top 10 as part of one of the most 
competitive fields in Modified 
racing. 

Vigeant, who has been in- 
volved in racing since the age 
of 12, broke into the sport with 
AMA Motocross and became the 
Grand National Champion. He 
continued into the Pro 4 Modi- 
fieds, where he went to Victory 
Lane, then became a two-time 
champion at Thompson Speed- 
way Motorsports Park in their 
Modified division. All of this 
experience drove his interest to 


move into the Tour-Type Modi- 
fieds, where he runs today, spe- 
cifically with Tri Track. He’s 
hoping to make gains on his 
previous efforts during the 2021 
season. 

“When I started in these types 
of Modifieds we ran a few races, 
then totaled the car and it took 
two years to fix it because we 
didn’t have the funds,” Vigeant 
said. “I enjoy the schedule that 
Tri Track has with the bullring 
tracks. I don’t think anyone is 
content where they are running, 
until you are on the top.” 

Vigeant is no stranger to the 
series, competing at all of the 
tracks that Tri Track will visit 
during the 2021 season. Enjoy- 
ing the bullrings makes Tri Track 
a perfect fit -- as the series makes 
the schedule based off the tracks 


that equal the playing field and 
put the capabilities of the driver 
into the forefront. 

“T’ve had good success when 
it comes to qualifying for the fea- 
tures,” Vigeant said. “I think I’ve 
only missed two since I started 
running with Tri Track. But I’m 
lacking those finishes... I need 
some luck. It’s tough to com- 
pete, as an underfunded team, on 
a series with a lot of talent. But 
we are fighting, and I couldn’t 
do it without my sponsor and my 
team.” 

Vigeant carries the colors of 
Gary Rice Equipment and Ser- 
vice on the car, and has a vari- 
ety of crew members that are 
regulars with him at the track. 
He is always looking for addi- 
tional sponsors to help him get 
through the season, whether big 


or small. Crew members include 
Rob Anderson, Josh O’Connell, 
Joey Pole, Billy Bodreau (crew 
chief), Melissa O’Connell, Den- 
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submitted photo 
Kurt Vigeant will be among hopefuls in Tri Track series this year. 


nis West, Carroll Vescovi and 
others, when necessary and 


Please see TRI TRACK, page 8 
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Bay State Games partners with charter schools 


WOBURN -— Bay State 
Games is excited to announce 
new partnerships with the Mas- 
sachusetts Charter School Ath- 
letic Organization (MCSAO) 
and New England Preparatory 
School Athletic Conference 
(NEPSAC). Bay State Games has 
a long history with the Massa- 
chusetts Secondary School Ath- 
letic Directors Association, and 
now with this new partnership 
with the MCSAO and NEPSAC, 
BSG 1s hoping to reach all Mas- 
sachusetts high school students. 
Both the MCSAO and NEP- 
SAC organize athletic cham- 
pionships for their respective 
leagues and reach _ thousands 
of student-athletes every year. 
Bay State Games hopes this 


partnership will help share ath- 
letic and educational opportu- 
nities to every high school stu- 
dent-athlete in Massachusetts. 
“The MCSAO is very excited 
to partner with an organization 
like the Bay State Games. Work- 
ing together we are hopeful to 
provide more opportunities for 
student-athletes to compete in 
different high-level athletic tour- 
naments and venues,” says Drew 
Betts, Co-Executive Director 
of the Massachusetts Charter 
School Athletic Organization. 
“In addition, we are pleased 
that this will be additional ave- 
nues for student athletes within 
the MCSAO to work with the 
Bay State Games to promote 
teamwork and sportsmanship in 


support of the Games mission.” 
Of the new partnership, NEP- 
SAC President George Tah- 
an said, “We at NEPSAC are 
thrilled to be able to partner with 
the Bay State Games and help 
afford NEPSAC student-athletes 
with additional opportunities 
to participate in a number of 
sports and event offerings. NEP- 
SAC’s principle purpose aligns 
seamlessly with the Bay State 
Games mission of ‘promoting 
personal development, educa- 
tion, physical fitness, teamwork, 
and sportsmanship’ and we at 
NEPSAC look forward to long 
and rewarding — relationship.” 
Offering opportunities to com- 
pete in Bay State Summer and 
Winter Games events, Future 


Leaders Scholarship Program, 
High School Ambassador Pro- 
gram, and Sportsmanship Pro- 
gram as well as coaching oppor- 
tunities for high school coaches 
is the goal of this partnership. 
“Ensuring that all high school 
student-athletes in Massachu- 
setts are aware of and have ac- 
cess to all Bay State Games 
programs is an important goal of 
our organization,’ said Execu- 
tive Director, Kevin Cummings. 
“These collaborations with the 
NEPSAC and MCSAO will help 
us achieve this goal and high- 
light the outstanding athletes, 
coaches, and administrators 
from both organizations. 





Hampshire association seeking umpires for spring season 


REGION — The Hampshire Franklin 
Baseball Umpire Association (HFBUA) is 
planning to conduct classes for the 2021 
baseball season following all recommend- 
ed COVID-19 protocols including the pos- 


sibility of on-line instruction. The associa- 
tion covers umpiring of scholastic baseball 
for all of Hampshire and Franklin county 
schools registered under MIAA and several 
other baseball leagues in the area. If you are 


interested in umpiring baseball or obtaining 
further information regarding the upcoming 
classes please contact Roger Booth - Secre- 
tary/Treasurer of the HFBUA via email at 
quilthunter@ comcast.net. 





February 19, 2021 


Pioneers to host 
Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW - Western Unit- 
ed Pioneers FC is excited to 
offer a soccer clinic in Pelham, 
MA for players in the Massa- 
chusetts North Region. The 
clinic provides off-season 
training and skill development 
by WUP FC coaches. The sec- 
ond sessions available. 

This program is offered 
to boys and girls born in 
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, and 
2014. The four-week pro- 
gram includes one _ practice 
per week for a total of $65 per 
session. Sessions will consist 
of a max of 15 players per field 
(COVID regulation for the 
players’ safety). 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 
2/22, 3/1, 3/8, and 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 
and 2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 
2011, and 2012: Session is at 6 
p.m. 

The sessions will be held 
at Pelham Elementary School 
at 45 Amherst Road, Pelham, 
MA 01002. 





sign-ups now available for 2021 Relics softball 


LUDLOW -— The Western 
Mass Relics has opened reg- 
istration for the 2021 Senior 
Softball Season. The Silver 
Division (age 50 to 64) has 


filled 36 of the 112 spots and 
the Gold Division (65-and-up) 
has filled 32 of the 96 spots. 
The registrations are accepted 
on a first come first serve basis. 


All our games are played at the 
Fish & Game in Ludlow. For 
further information or to reg- 
ister go to http://www.western- 
massrelics.org. 





TRI TRACK from page 7 


available. 

“The crew supports me no 
matter what happens,” Vigeant 
said. “My mom and dad -- they 
are first -- my dad is a diehard. 
His health has been going south 
a bit, so we are just taking it 
race-by-race and remembering 
every moment we have togeth- 


NEW FACES from page 1 


during the pandemic were chal- 
lenging. 

“T’m lucky to be nominated 
as chair for second consecutive 
year, which until recent memory, 
was unheard of. Two chair cy- 
cles usually happen between two 
to three terms,’ Belanger said. 
“T’ve been fortunate and lucky 
enough to be trusted to chair in 
what just happened to be two of 
the most challenging years in re- 
cent memory.” 

He said the _ challenges 
ranged from a $1 million deficit 
in the budget, losing two teach- 
ers to untimely passing, an unan- 
nounced superintendent stepping 
down after 10 years and a global 
health crisis. 

“The system of the school 


99 


er. 
His goal in the 2021 season 
is to continue to take it race-by- 
race, improve on his finishing 
positions and aim for the top- 
five in the six series events. 
“T’m hoping that this year 
we can run much better and 
run in the front,’ Vigeant said. 
“It comes down to how much 
money we can gather as a small 
team. We go to each race, buy 


four or five tires, and do the best 
we can. We do it for the love of 
the sport.” 

The Tri Track Open Modi- 
fied Series season opens in May 
at Monadnock Speedway. For 
more information on the series, 
visit tritrackmodifieds.com and 
follow the series on social me- 
dia. For more information on 
Souza Media, visit kylesouza. 
com. 


committee is being left in more 
complete shape than it was found 
in three years ago,” he said. ““The 
system and people feel heard, 
as evidence, just look at people 
who have taken out papers. I 
would not have chosen this if it 
meant leaving the school system 
without leadership.” 

Belanger said in recent years, 
if a member didn’t seek reelec- 
tion, the seat would go unfilled 
which “was never option” for 
him. 

Belanger said he is proud of 
the committee’s increased trans- 
parency. 

“When I first got to the 
School Committee, the commit- 
tee met eight times per year, they 
didn’t meet in the summer or De- 
cember, they met once a month. 
There wasn’t public comment on 


the agenda. We’re fundamental- 
ly about retuning the system to 
the town,” he said. “I’m going 
to miss the camaraderie with the 
students, central office, superin- 
tendent and staff.” 

While he said he hopes this 
won't be the last time he’s in mu- 
nicipal government, he wants to 
“keep the seat moving, to keep 
the fluidity and freshness, which 
makes South Hadley run.” 

Phillips announced — she 
wouldn’t be seeking reelection at 
the committee’s Jan. 7 meeting. 

She began by thanking the 
South Hadley community for 
allowing her to represent the 
School Committee. 

“It’s been an honor. What 
I’ve had to do is look at my fu- 
ture ahead of me and start to 
think about the fact as much as 
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by local school districts and/or 
their local Boards of Health. You 
may view the Task Force presen- 
tation HERE. 

MIAA President Jeffrey 
Granatino said, “We made ad- 
justments in the fall and had a 
success first season. We made 
additional modifications for the 
winter and our student-athletes 
have been actively engaged since 
December. Now we are hopeful 
that with the guidance from the 
Governor’s office and of EEA, 
along with the work of our var- 
10us committees, that we will be 
able to have a safe and successful 
Fall II Season.” You may view 


it’s been an honor and a pleasure 
to serve alongside all of you and 
people before. It is definitely 
time for me to take a different 
path,” Phillips said. 

She said after she made her 
decision after a long time of 
thinking and “a remarkably hard 
year.” 

‘“We’ve all been through it 
together. One thing is that we’ve 
landed on a different side of how 
we think and what we believe. 
One of things I am always real- 
ly proud of is the fact that at the 
end of a meeting, I may be a lit- 
tle ticked off, but there’s always 
been mutual respect,’ Phillips 
said. “I think when you work 
with people who treat you that 
way, you can pretty much weath- 
er any storm together. I am proud 
of the difference of opinions be- 


all MIAA sport modifications on 
the MIAA COVID-19 webpage. 

The following sports have 
been approved by the MIAA for 
the Fall If Season: Cheerlead- 
ing, Football, Indoor Track, and 
Unified Basketball. The follow- 
ing sports were approved for the 
Fall I Season, however, local dis- 
tricts may have decided to move 
them to the Fall IIT Season: Cross 


Country, Dance, Golf, Field 
Hockey, Soccer, Swim and Dive, 
and Volleyball. 


The timeframe of the MIAA 
Fall If Season is_ February 
22-April 25, 2021. There will be 
no MIAA sponsored post-season 
tournament for the Fall II Sea- 
son. 


cause I think it’s what makes a 
committee stronger and we have 
a huge responsibility in the work 
that we do for this community 
and we all do it willingly as a 
volunteer.” 

Furthermore, she encouraged 
others to get involved in their lo- 
cal government. 

“It’s something I would en- 
courage something to get in- 
volved in and [ am willing to talk 
to people about it,” she said. “I 
am proud to have served its time 
for me to step out and for some- 
one to step in and serve this com- 
munity.” 

South Hadley will also have 
potential contests for Select- 
board, Board of Health and 
SHELD. 
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Call the Town Reminder at 


283-8393 


a aD Ghia GED GETS aD 


GAGNON ELECTRIC 


All Types Of Electrical Work. 


Fully Insured. 
All Work Fully Guaranteed 


Free Estimates. Lic. #14960A 


933-8867 


NORM LEPAGE CONTRACTOR 
Additions, Remodeling, Repairs 
Roofing, Decks, Garages, 
Porches, Termite Damage, Etc. 
Licensed. Insured. Experienced. 


323-4961 


EDGE TREE SERVICE, INC. 
Tree Removal, Trimming, 
Land Clearing, Stump Grinding. 
Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Peter Edge 532-5764 


www.edgetreeservice.com 


LUCCHESI TREE SERVICE 
AND LANDSCAPING 
Lot Clearing, Retaining Walls, 


Mowing, Pruning, Stump Grinding, Irrigation. 


Insured 
534-1002 TFN 
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south Hadley Police Log 


Compiled by Melina Bourdeau 
Townreminder®@ turley.com 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the South 
Hadley Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of Jan. 24, 2020 to Feb. 7, 2021. 
The information was provided by Chief 
Jennifer Gundersen based on review of 
the detailed log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context and explana- 
tion to some of the calls police respond 
to every day. Mass General Law prohibits 
the release of names of those arrested for 
domestic incidents. 


Monday, Jan. 25 

3:40 p.m. — A 54-year-old Holyoke 
man will be charged with shoplifting. 
Officers responded to a report of shoplift- 
ing incident in progress at the Big Y. The 
suspect was located and will be summons 
to court. The suspect allegedly stole over 
$100 of grocery items. 

4:23 p.m. — Officers Bridge St. resi- 
dent reported an iPhone delivered to her 
home was stolen prior to being able to re- 
trieve the package. The iPhone was worth 
$1,000. There are no suspects at this time. 
The resident was able to get the phone re- 
placed. 


Wednesday, Jan. 27 

7:14 a.m. — Officers responded to a 
one vehicle accident on Pearl St. after 
vehicle struck a light pole. The operator 
stated they attempted to move over to al- 
low a plow truck to pass then the vehicle 
went off the snow-covered road, striking 
a pole and a tree. Two people sustained 
minor injuries, but they refused transport. 
The vehicle was towed from the scene. 

1:15 p.m. — Officers responded to a 
report of shoplifting at Dollar General at 


Newton St. An employee reported seeing 
a male walking around the store and plac- 
ing items into a bag before walking out 
of the store. The employee didn’t wish to 
pursuit the matter. There are no suspects 
at this time. 


Thursday, Jan. 28 

11:41 am. — Officers responded to 
a two-vehicle crash on Purple Heart Dr. 
There were no injuries reported. Two ve- 
hicles were travelling north on Rt. 202 
on the rotary, when one was continuing 
around the rotary and the other attempted 
to change lanes, coming into contact with 
the first vehicle. Both vehicles were able 
to be driven from the scene. A citation was 
issued to one operator for a marked lanes 
violation. 

12:55 p.m. — Officers responded to a 
two-vehicle accident on North Main St. 
The operator looked down at her hand- 
held GPS while driving and struck the 
back end of another vehicle. One vehicle 
was towed from the scene. A citation was 
issued to the operator for distracted driv- 
ing. There were reports of two people sus- 
taining minor injuries, but they were not 
transported from the scene. 

5:56 p.m. — Officers responded to a 
single vehicle accident on Amherst Rd 
and Pearl St. The operator was struck in 
the driver’s side door by a deer, breaking 
the window. The operator sustained minor 
injuries but was not transported from the 
scene. The vehicle was able to be driven 
from the scene. 


Saturday, Jan. 30 
12:49 p.m. — Officers took a report 
from a Bardwell St resident regarding 
bank accounts that were compromised 
through ATMs in Florida. 
7:18 p.m. — A Washington Ave resi- 
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dent reported their home was broken into. 
There were various jewelry items that 
were stolen. The incident is still under in- 
vestigation by the detective bureau. 


Sunday, Jan. 31 

3:19 p.m. — A child took off from the 
RFK Children’s Action Corp. facility on 
Canal St. and was observed getting into a 
vehicle and leaving the area. The matter 
is currently under investigation. No foul 
play was suspected. 

7:53 p.m. — A Pittroff Ave resident re- 
ported an individual known to them came 
to their property and upon leaving poten- 
tially drove over some bushes. The case 
was reported to the restorative justice pro- 
gram. 


Monday, Feb. 1 
12:11 p.m. — A Main St resident re- 
ported someone spray painted a brick wall 
on their property. It was undetermined 
when the incident occurred. There are no 
suspects at this time. 


Wednesday, Feb. 3 

12:32 p.m. — Officers responded to 
Granby Rd for a report of a two-vehicle 
crash. Two vehicles travelling north on 
Rt 202, when both operators attempted to 
occupy a break down lane to go around 
a vehicle turning left. The vehicles struck 
one another. No injuries were reported. 
Neither vehicle was towed from the scene. 


Thursday, Feb. 4 

1:08 p.m. — A North St resident report- 
ed lawn damage due to snow removal. 
The officer was unable to confirm because 
the lawn was currently covered in snow. 
It was believed there was damage caused 
by the town DPW and the resident was re- 
ferred to them. 


Friday, Feb. 5 
11:37 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 


Saturday, Feb. 6 

2:04 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
leaving the scene of an accident on Red 
Bridge Ln. A person reported their vehicle 
was struck overnight. There was an esti- 
mated $1,000 worth of damage. There is 
no information about the vehicle that left 
the scene. There are no suspects at this 
time. 

2:52 p.m. — Officers responded to a 
two-vehicle accident Lathrop and Brain- 
erd St. One vehicle west on Brainerd St. 
failed to come to a complete stop, striking 
another vehicle heading north on Lathrop 
St. No citation was issued. One vehicle 
was towed from the scene. No injuries 
were reported. 


Sunday, Feb. 7 

12:25 p.m. — Officers responded to a 
two-vehicle accident on Sancouci Dr. A 
vehicle travelling west on Sansouci Dr. 
lost control on the curve on the snowy 
roadway, striking another vehicle heading 
in the opposite direction. No injuries were 
reported, but one vehicle was towed from 
the scene. 

3:56 p.m. — Officer responded to a 
two-vehicle accident on Brainerd St and 
Lyman St. Both vehicles were travelling 
on Brainerd St in opposite directions 
when one vehicle crossed over the center 
line, striking the second vehicle heading 
head on. No citation was issued. One ve- 
hicle was towed from the scene. 

2:20 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 


HP-Ulolic Notces 


LEGAL AD 
Notice of Public Hearing 

In accordance with G.L. 
c.61A, sec. 14, the South 
Hadley Selectboard here- 
by gives notice of a Public 
Hearing to be held virtually 
on Tuesday, March 16, 2021 
at 7:00PM to consider the 
May 4, 2020 “Chapter 61A - 
Notice of Intended Sale” (the 
Notice’) which was received 
by the Town on May 7, 2020 
and which concerns land 
located at and known as 315 
Amherst Road, Parcel ID # 
0058-00096-000. 

Anyone interested or wish- 
ing to be heard should appear 
at the time and place desig- 
nated. 

All materials associated 
with this Notice are avail- 
able for public review at the 
South Hadley Planning and 
Conservation Department 
during regular business hours 
by appointment, and on the 
Town’s website at https:// 
www.southhadley.org/603/ 
Project-Plans 

Please contact the 
Planning & Conservation 
Department at (413) 538-5017 
x6123 if you have any ques- 
tions. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Due to Chapter 53 of 
the acts of 2020 adopted by 
the State in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this 
meeting will be conducted 
virtually via Zoom, and per- 
sons may join the meeting the 
meeting by either joining by 
Zoom or by phone. Final login 
information will be provided 
on the posted agenda for the 
March 16, 2021 Selectboard 
meeting. Tentative login infor- 
mation as of February 12, 
2021 is: 

Join by Zoom: https:// 
usO2web.zoom.us/ 
j/875 17662709? pwd=bVcy- 


cWJHek92ZXVpZ0dVM- 
mo2MWdodz09 

Or by Phone: +1 646 558 
8656 

Webinar ID: 875 1766 
2709 


Passcode: 204759 
02/19, 02/26/2021 


THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF SOUTH HADLEY 
OFFICE OF TAX COLLECTOR 
NOTICE OF TAX TAKING 
To the owners of the hereinafter described land and to all 
others concerned, you are hereby notified that on March 5, 
2021 at ten o’clock AM at 116 Main Street, South Hadley, 
pursuant to the provisions of General Law Chapter 60, Section 
53, and by the authority vested in me as Collector of Taxes, it is 
my intention to take for the Town of South Hadley the follow- 
ing parcels of land for non-payment of taxes, liens and/or bet- 
terments, due thereon with interest and all incidental expenses 
and costs to the date of taking, unless the same shall have been 
paid before that date. 
LIST OF PARCELS TO BE TAKEN 


BRADSHAW, GEOFFEREY AND AMANDA 
SCHILLING: A certain parcel of land situated at Linda St 
containing .476 Acres of land more or less with buildings there- 
on as shown on South Hadley Assessors Map 0018-0064-0000 
and as described in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds Book 
12946, Page 242. 

FY2019 Real Estate $150.88 FY2019 FD#1 $20.40. 


GARVULENSKI, PAUL W AND SHERRY S: A certain 
parcel of land situated at 77 Pine Street containing .468 Acres 
of land more or less with buildings thereon as shown on South 
Hadley Assessors Map 0042-0022-0000 and as described in 
Hampshire County Registry of Deeds Book 6336, Page 174. 
FY2017 Real Estate $1539.73 FY2017 Sewer Lien $265.00 


GRANDVIEW LUMBER CO: A certain parcel of land 
situated at Grandview Street containing 12,076 SF of land 
more or less with buildings thereon as shown on South Hadley 
Assessors Map 0016-0174-0000 and as described in Hampshire 
County Registry of Deeds Book 1391, Page 50. 

FY 2004 Real Estate $41.64 FY2004 FD#1 $4.84 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 


GG’S REALTY LLC: A certain parcel of land situated at 
New Ludlow Rd containing 38.5 Acres of land more or less 
with buildings thereon as shown on South Hadley Assessors 
Map 0009-0005-0000 and as described in Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds Book 8335, Page 302. 

FY2019 Real Estate $205.43 FY2019 FD#1 $28.14 


SCHADE, DOROTHY C/O MALCOLM R SCHADE: 
A certain parcel of land situated at 112 Woodbridge St con- 
taining 2.4 Acres of land more or less with buildings thereon, 
shown on South Hadley Assessors Map 0052-0029-0000 and as 
described in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds Book 1146, 
Page 223. 
FY2019 Real Estate $2388.92 FY2019 FD#2 $377.18 FY19 
Trash Lien 146.70 


SEWARD, FRANCES AND MARYELLEN: A certain 
parcel of land situated at 27 Fulton St containing 8,724 SF of 
land more or less with buildings thereon as shown on South 
Hadley Assessors Map 0028-0067-0000 and as described in 
Hampshire County Registry of Deeds Book 2159, Page 5. 
FY2019 Real Estate $2220.94 FY2019 FD#1 $304.11 


WOLF, STEVEN: A certain parcel of land situated at 8 
Berwyn St containing .405 acres of land more or less with 
buildings thereon as shown on South Hadley Assessors Map 
0027-0043-0000 and as described in Hampshire County 
Registry of Deeds Book 6750, Page 79. 

FY2018 Real Estate $1446.41 FY2018 FD#1 $102.87 
FY2018 Trash Lien $195.00 FY2018 Sewer Lien $795.00 


Donna Whiteley 
Collector of Taxes 
02/19, 02/26/2021 


VISIT 
www.publicnotices.turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 





CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 


DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


Asphalt Driveway patch & repair 
washed out pot holes. Small Jobs. Tim 
(413)563-2229 


B&D PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
Since 1982, Insured, Referencs, 
HIC#175887 

Carpentry, Painting, Roofing, Apart- 
ment Turnovers, Cleanups, Lawn Care, 
Fall Cleanup, Snow Removal, more. 
(413) 455-5458 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 









Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 


Name: C&P an 
Address: 
WOWR, = = = ee ees State Zips 
Number of Weeks: X perweekrate=$ 
Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
Card#: EXP. Date CCV Se 
Amountofcharge: _ —i—(‘“C;S™S™SCSCCSCSCCCC“‘CSNNNCCC#@OSatte@: _ 


DEADLINES: 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


in 
s 
2 


Circulation: 9,800 


GRANBY 








Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 


EASTHAMPTON cl 













Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


; 


Suburban 






WILBRAHAM 





WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 





Add asecond ZONE __*10.00 


Addathird ZONE ‘$5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Subtotal = : 
x Number of Weeks ___ ___ are) 
TOTAL Enclosed = 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 


Now: 1-888-513-1505. 








RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


Www.newspapers.turley.com 


February 19, 2021 


CHIEF from page 1 


said in an interview on 
Wednesday. 

“Without a search 
committee in place, the 
Selectboard will need 
to conduct its inter- 
views in open session,” 
Martin said, adding that 
he would check with 
the town’s lawyer to 
confirm. 

Sexton said the 
board will begin plan- 
ning the timeline at its 
next meeting on March 
1. 

“We'll decide how 
long the ad will be post- 
ed for, applications, re- 
sumes that are in, set 
up interviews — set up a 
whole timeframe about 
when we want this pro- 
cess completed,’ Sex- 
ton said. “I would hope 
we would have a new 
chief in place sometime 
in March.” 
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Quabbin Photo Group hosts Dr. Kah-Wai Lin 


BELCHERTOWN -—_ The 
Quabbin Photo group is hosting 
Dr. Kah-Wai Lin in a seminar, the 
Art of Landscape Photography 
on Feb. 22 at 7:30 p.m. 

Lin will tell you the pro tips 
in seeing the unseen and crafting 
better images in landscape pho- 
tography: how to use the lights 
to create visual emotion; how to 
use long exposure to create visual 
dynamism; how to use field of vi- 
sion to create visual perspective; 
and how to use composition to 
create visual continuity and story. 

The meeting is currently be- 
ing held via Zoom. To join the 
meeting contact Gail Platz at 
gspqpg @ gmail.com. 

Lin is a professional land- 
scape photographer based in 
New Jersey. He is the Goodwill 
Ambassador and former Chapter, 


Dr. Kah-Wai Lin will present photography tips at the upcoming Quabbin 


Photo Group meeting. 





Clubs and Councils Vice Presi- 
dent of Photographic Society of 
America (PSA). Dr. Lin is the 
director of Global Elite Photog- 
rapher, ambassador & education 
advisor of NiSi, ambassador & 
global marketing advisor of Fo- 
topro, ambassador & global mar- 
keting advisor of Feiyu, pro team 
of Spiffy Gear, and ambassador 
& international liaison officer 
of Studio of Masters. He also 
operates a camera store, Stetin- 
den Photo, in New Jersey. Over 
the past few years, he has been 
presenting over 200 seminars 
worldwide, and has received over 
200 awards in photographic con- 
tests. Notably, he is the recipient 
of Certificate of Special Con- 


Courtesy photos 


gressional Recognition from US 
Member of Congress. 





Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


2Z2Oz 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


21 


TAX. TINIE 


CHANTEL BLEAU 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01009 


Personal & Small Business 





FHASL FAIA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax ee 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 


1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 


| AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road zs 


PROVIDER 


Federal & All States 


QWSA 


Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


AJ 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Ta 


Personal & Small Bu 
"David The 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
<=>) Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


ble Taxes 


siness Tax Returns 
Tax Man" 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 


www.kitchentabletaxes.com 





\VColeval(e)ammksb.arclalem mlatclaleiiclitels) AUlests 


IRS Problems? 


Callusa 


Complete Ta 


24 Southwick Street, Fe 


| -) ar ed oc -t-t-j (el at-| ma t-lale|(- mie) melee 


nytime! 


x Services: 


Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 


eding Hills, MA 01030 





CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 


PUBLIC NOTICES 





Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


3 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


VAT i AV VAVVAV YM ol 8] eo) | (oj aloyd(or=t-mael a (-\"Morolaa| 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


VALLEY 





INA B) (ONE 
(GROUP 





Prevention & Medical Care 
‘To Help You Live Better, Longer: 

NOW HIRING!!! Valley Medical Group, 
a multi-specialty group serving over 
55,000 patients is currently hiring for a 
Family Practice RN, Family Practice 
LPN, Family Practice Medical Assis- 
tant, Gl Technician, Infection Control 
RN and per diem Covid Vaccine RN for 
positions in our Amherst office! To 
view more details about our openings 
and to apply online, please visit www. 
vmgma.com. Come Join Our Team!! 


TOWN OF WARE VACANCIES 
The Town of Ware seeks applications 
for the following positions: Con- 
servation Agent (part-time, 10- 
15 hours per week. Department 
Assistant (part-time, 19 ours per 
week) - Planning and Community 
Development. Administrative As- 
sistant - Assessors (full-time). Proj- 
ect Evaluator - Community health 
Improvement Plan grant program. Full 
job descriptions and application forms 
are available on the town’s website, 
www.townofware.com. Positions re- 
main open until filled. Submit applica- 
tions to Town Manager, Town of Ware, 
126 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082 or 
sbeckley @ townofware.com. 


HEALTH CARE 


Looking for a PCA for a Paralyzed 
Male. Hours 7am-11am Saturday/ 
Sunday duties: transfer from bed to 
wheelchair, sometimes use hoyer lift, 
personal care, meal prep. Additional 
pay for morning shift. 4pm-6pm or 
5pm-7pm Saturday/Sunday duties: 
laundry and shopping. Call Mary 
(413)244-5520 


Classified 
Advertising 
DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





Call us at 413.283.8393 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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FOR BUSINESS 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


@ Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


@ Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 





Reminder 


February 19, 2021 


Chamber launches Business Assistance 
Grant program, deadline Feb. 26 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


SOUTH HADLEY — The South Hadley & Granby 
Chamber is back at it, this time offering local businesses 
an exciting new grant opportunity. 

The Business Assistance Grant program will offer up 
to $2,000 to local, qualifying businesses to help offset 
the economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
deadline to apply is Feb. 26 at 5 p.m. 

“We have a total of $25,000 that was allocated to us 
from the Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism,’ 
said Chamber President Michelle Theroux. ““We’ve been 
awarded the $25,000 that we are dispersing in $2,000 in- 
crements. Each chamber is making up their own require- 
ments based off of their community and eligibility.” 

The local chamber is working alongside the Greater 
Northampton Chamber of Commerce, which has taken 
the lead on the initiative. All Hampshire County cham- 
bers are working in coalition with the Northampton op- 
eration. 

“The way we are looking at it 1s to do a little bit larg- 
er of a grant, to be selective and really hone into our 
membership,’ said Theroux. 

To apply for funding, one can visit http://form.jot- 
form.com/210264675675058. Applicants must provide 
basic information pertinent to their business, contact in- 
formation and how their operation has been affected by 
the pandemic. 

Grant money can be spent on a variety of expens- 
es ranging from payroll to rent to equipment, if it’s not 
duplicative of other chamber-related funding, said Ther- 
OuXx. 

The pandemic has challenged local businesses and 
the chamber itself, which has operated virtually since 
COVID-19 reached Hampshire County last March. 
Theroux has been moved by the resiliency of her mem- 
bers and the chamber’s board. 

“T think, in normal times, being a small chamber isn’t 
always beneficial, but in times like these, we are really 
able to wrap around our members and support them,’ 
said Theroux. 

Meeting the needs of its members and maintaining a 
strong sense of community are among the chamber’s top 
priorities, as businesses suffer decreased profits, result- 
ing from state-mandated restrictions that are in place. 

‘“That’s what this past year has really been about; as- 
sessing the need and being able to come together to do 
what we need to do. That’s been paramount for us to 
really still be successful,” said Theroux. 

On Feb. 2, the chamber hosted its annual meeting 
virtually. After formal business was completed, partic- 
ipants were encouraged to sit back, enjoy a drink and 
partake in a series of skits performed by Happier Valley 
Comedy, a non-profit organization dedicated to spread- 


WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


J ITTAN ®ITALKS 


A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty, students and 
learn all about WMA programs and community. 
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Archive photo 
Michelle Theroux, President of the South Hadley & 
Granby Chamber of Commerce, poses with Santa Claus 
during the reimagined Holiday Stroll on Dec. 6, 2020. 


ing joy throughout western Massachusetts. 

During the improv show, participants interacted with 
the comedians by using the chat feature on Zoom. Ther- 
oux believes the show was a smashing success. 

“We got a lot of feedback that it was funny,” she said. 
“People engaged in something different, something 
new; we’re all looking for something new to break up 
the day. When you have a business meeting, why not 
keep that part short and have the rest of the folks come 
together and relax.” 

The chamber was established 1n 1959 in South Hadley 
and eventually extended its reach to Granby. Throughout 
the decades, the chamber has stayed true to its mission 
of helping to promote and grow local businesses. 

Although cumbersome, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has not slowed its roll. Theroux anticipates a return to 
normalcy when the weather warms and vaccinations be- 
come more commonplace. 

“We’re hoping to do something come spring and 
summer when we’re able to get outdoors and, hopefully, 
get back to networking and things that are much harder 
to do in a virtual environment. I think people will be 
wanting to get together safely,’ said Theroux. 
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Curran O’Brien Funeral Home ® 413- 538-4642 
33 Lamb Street ¢ South Hadley, MA 01075 





